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MESSAGE FROM THE PROGRAM DEAN

WHAT TO EXPECT IN
2022 IN THE BIOTECH
EDUCATION SPACE?
Considering the recent growth of the Biotech
industry, the post-pandemic scenario, and how
India is making its mark globally in the healthcare
sector, we can expect to see a lot of opportunities
for the skilled youth in the biotech sector in 2022.
Hiring skilled freshers is already a preferred choice
among recruiters, but in 2022, we can expect to see
it becoming the norm due to the tremendous
pressure with which pharma and biopharma
companies are operating.
Pandemic has taught us that anything can happen
virtually with the right technology in place. In the
coming months, we can expect to see more
technological innovations being used in the
education sector, especially in
industry-oriented programs like the
ones we offer. At Biocon Academy,
we have already been utilizing
technology to the fullest
potential to offer a
near-to-real-life experience
to our students through
media streaming. And we are
exploring towards improving
the experiences with the
possibilities of VR and AR.
In 2022, students will be expected to be industryready with very little day-to-day handholding
required. In these fast-evolving times, it
becomes of utmost importance to be
multifaceted and aware of various
functions. With more work currently
happening on the vaccines front,
there is no doubt that Regulatory
Affairs will be one of the most
sought-after programs in the
biotech sector.
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Keeping up with the times, we have launched a
first-of-its-kind certificate program in Global
Regulatory Affairs in partnership with JSS AHER at
Biocon Academy where students are taught the
required industry skills along with the needed
professional skills, negotiation skills, project
management, stakeholder management, and
technical writing skills. These technical writing skills
are structurally designed to help the students
understand the industrial necessities and deliver
optimally. Topics as these allow the students to get
a holistic approach to the subject, to stay updated
with current trends & needs of the market.
With NEP 2020 in the picture, we can expect
'continuous evaluation' to become a trend in the
coming year where importance is given to their
assignments and projects along with exams.
Interestingly, we, at Biocon Academy, have already
been following this model since 2014.
Many biotech companies are slowly starting up
training centers to offer skill training for the
students. With the backing and support of the
Government of India through initiatives like Skill
India, we can expect to see
a lot of industry-academia
partnerships and skill
development programs
in 2022. It definitely
looks like an
interesting year
for the biotech
students!
- Bindu Ajit

RESHAPING OUR
LEARNING STRUTURE
by Meghali Guha,
Learning Specialist
Biocon Academy

Our education system fine-tunes our understanding
& capabilities for grasping any and every possible
technical expertise out there. It wires us to
understand calculations, jargons, definitions, and
large scale, specific scientific explanations but
perhaps leaves out the basic requirement of
learning and development of a young adult that is,
soft skill. There is no debate that, technical and
theoretical knowledge is of extreme importance and
a prerequisite for stepping into the industry.

However, one cannot deny the fact that knowing to
deliver your learning is equally important and as
much as learning them.

The Union of Soft & Hard Skills
Biocon Academy is one such platform where the
amalgamation of both technical learning and soft
skills is done with utmost care and precision. Each
of the course at Biocon Academy has its own set of
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soft skills depending upon the requirement of that
specific course and industry. This path towards
developing a robust soft skill program happens
from the grassroot level. At every Placement season
at Academy, I would interact with the recruiters to
understand their reasoning behind selecting and
not selecting a candidate. It is here, that my
understanding on the need for and importance of
soft skill developed. However, eventually, I realized
that my interaction with recruiters was giving me
only one side of the spectrum, and I wanted to
know all the sides of it. From here onwards, my
interaction started with all the stakeholders
involved.
Feedback from managers, students and teachers
were collated, examined and a Need Analysis was
carried out. Post the extensive study, the curriculum
for soft skills was developed keeping in mind the
need of the students and the demand of the
industry.

The Change
In the last 6 years of my association with Biocon
Academy I have seen a paradigm shift in the
outlook of the students, faculty, education partner
and industry stakeholders in perceiving soft skills’
learning. This journey of learning the non-technical
skills or also known as Professional Skills; starts
right from the Day 1 for the students. The initial
activity of introducing themselves and interacting

with the staff is the first step towards recognizing
their strengths and weaknesses. Following this is a
daylong session of Presentation Skill, which acts as
a steppingstone for the foundation of classifying
and curating a communication plan for the
students.

The conundrum to do or not to do
It is a common mind set amidst students that
anything over and above technical skills are an
“extra learning” and perhaps not a necessity to
make it in the industry. And many, students are not
welcoming of the methodology and the approach of
the rigorous communication and soft skills teaching
that is designed for them. However, the inhibition
to learn something non-technical was just one part
of the problem, and the real challenge lay
somewhere else. A little nudging and one-on-one
focus helped me understand that it was the fear of
standing and talking in front of room full of
strangers was the main cause of this unwillingness.
These students have always been under my watch
right from the very beginning. Regular and small
exercises like mirror talk, self- recording has helped
them achieve a sort of normalcy and gave them the

required confidence
themselves.

to

stand

and

present

Equal Partnership of Soft & Hard Skills
There cannot be enough emphasis made on how
important soft skills are in any and every field. It is
imperative
that
we
teach
communication,
teamwork, conflict management with equal
importance as we teach Fermentation, Chemical
reactions, and Algebra formulae. We need confident
speakers who can stand and present their thoughts
to people. We must remember that technical skills
can be taught at any point of time, but soft skills
need to be cultivated from a young age. My learning
over last 1000+ sessions, in last 6 years have only
taught me that every individual has the potential to
become a confident speaker. I have seen how
constant feedbacks, a strong support system and
regular practice can transform students into
confident presenters. My experience in dealing with
over 3000+ students tell me that technical skills and
soft skills are like the side of the same coin, without
both, the coin has no value.

BIOCON ACADEMY WINS SMART BIO
AWARD 2021
We are happy to share that Smart Bio Award 2021 was
conferred on Biocon Academy in the ‘Best Social
Enterprise/Institute’ category at the Bengaluru Tech
Summit 2021 for the work towards training biotech
students and bridging the gap between academia and
industry.
Our Program Dean Bindu Ajit and Academic Dean
Salavadi Easwaran received the award from Shri G.S.
Krishnan, President, ABLE India, Dr Ashwath Narayan C.
N, Minister of Science and Technology, Higher Education
& IT, BT of Karnataka, Dr. E.V. Ramana Reddy, Additional
Chief Secretary, Department of Industries and
Commerce, Government of Karnataka, and Smt Meena
Nagaraj, Director Electronics, Information Technology
and Biotechnology, Government of Karnataka, on behalf
of Biocon Academy at Bengaluru Tech Summit 2021.
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Adding Value, Enhancing Skills

BIOCON ACADEMY
STUDENTS ARE HERE
TO STAY!

Q: You have been associated with Biocon for
more than six years. Can you please share with
us about your journey from Biocon Academy to
Biocon?
It was Dec 2014 when I started my journey with
Biocon Biologics after successfully completing the
second batch of the Biocon KGI Certificate Program
in Biosciences from Biocon Academy. Seven years of
my tenure at Biocon Biologics was a wonderful one
and it was a great learning platform.
Biocon Academy helped me to know the real
Biopharmaceutical Industry, which helped me to
face the challenges easily and to bring solutions for
the same. Biocon Academy was the bridging
platform between academics and industry life. It
helped us understand how the industry life would
be and how to adapt to it.

IN CONVERSATION WITH...

GUNASEELAN. P

Senior Associate, DS QMS, Stelis Biopharma and
Biosciences Batch 2 Alumnus

As the industry evolves at such a rapid pace, most
freshers are expected to come with a general
understanding of how the industry works and a
thorough hands-on experience. Our alumnus
Gunaseelan. P from Biocon KGI Certificate Program
in Biosciences Batch 2 recently made his career
jump to Stelis Biopharma after completing 6+ years
at Biocon Biologics. Here is an excerpt of our
conversation with Gunaseelan while we try to
understand his experience so far.
Q: How was your experience studying at Biocon
Academy? What were your favorite moments?
Who was your favorite faculty?
Firstly, I want to thank Biocon Academy for giving
me such a great opportunity to learn and know
about the real Biopharmaceutical Industry. It was a
wonderful experience being part of Biocon
Academy. There were many favorite moments. Few
were the functional visits to BRC, Biocon RA, and
one week IV to SIT. My favorite faculty was Ms.
Anastesia Levitin from KGI who handled molecular
genetics as I am more interested in it.
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Q: Do you remember your placement drive at
Biocon Academy? Do you have any specific
moments from the placement drive that you
would like to share with us?
Placement drive cannot be forgotten for life long as
it was an exciting and thrilling one. We had
recruiters from different pharmaceutical firms for
different roles. We all had a wonderful opportunity
to express ourselves and the interviews were so
easy as we were all well prepared for the same by
Biocon Academy.
Q: Going down memory lane, what made you
take the decision of studying at Biocon
Academy? And how did the program help you in
your career?
Biocon is always my dream company to work with.
Post completion of our post-graduation, we were
having no idea of how to get into a
biopharmaceutical industry, which is when we came
to know about Biocon Academy from social media.
A little bit of research helped us to understand that
Biocon Academy is a great platform to know and
learn about the Biopharma industrial life. This was
the driving force that made me decide to enroll
myself in the Academy. Biocon Academy helped us
to bridge the gap between academics and the
industry. It gave us the opportunity to learn about
each sector of the Biopharma industry ranging from
RnD, Regulatory, PM, Manufacturing, and other
supporting functions like QC and QA. This made us
easy to excel in industrial professional life.

What suggestions would you like to give to our
students to make the best of their time at
Biocon Academy?
Students should always learn and think about how
we can leverage our learnings into the well-being of
humans and our planet. We must make our
learnings into a useful one that could serve the
wellbeing of the human population and we are in
the real exciting scientific field where we can bring
miracles by dealing with living organisms. At Biocon
Academy, students must focus to know more about
each dept. functional roles in the Biopharma
industry. They must use this wonderful opportunity
to learn as much as possible.

SHARE TO WIN

Share your experience with
Biocon Academy on social media
with hashtag #BioconAcademy &
the best post gets a chance to
win a gift voucher.

During your seven years of working at Biocon,
have you ever interacted with any other Biocon
Academy students from the succeeding batches
of yours? Any moments that you would like to
share?
Oh yes! I have interacted with a lot of colleagues
from different CFTs who were from Biocon
Academy. We usually used to get excited when we
came to know that we were from Biocon Academy.
We used to talk and share about our tenure at the
Academy and the learnings from there and about
the colleagues we had there.
What is that ONE WORD that comes into your
mind when you think of Biocon Academy?
Excellence.

WATCH THE RECORDING
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We scored a perfect 100%!
We are excited to mention that our students have
achieved a 100% placement record once again!
Congratulations to all our students & a huge thank you
to all our employer partners for helping to make this
happen.

STUDENT BLOGS
DIL DHADAKNE DO

OPPORTUNITIES DURING PANDEMIC

We all complain of a busy schedule and justify our
inabilities on timely completion of planned/
assigned tasks due to physical and mental fatigue.
But have we ever given a thought on the continuous
working of our heart- right from birth to the last
breath? Yes, I’m discussing about our heart! One of
the most important and vital body organs that we
never care about, but if too much ignored for too
long can lead to life-threatening consequences and
even death. Serious problems can develop in the
lining of the arteries, causing plaque formation,
ultimately leading to blockage of blood flow in the
arteries and finally heart attack.

Pandemic has been an unexpected tragedy for all of
us who have never experienced anything like this in
our lifetime. People lost their beloved ones, many
have lost their jobs, and careers were ended.
However, for humanity, Covid-19 was another
milestone after the 1918 Spanish Flu and mid-1800
Cholera epidemic. Are we really prepared for the
pandemic? I would say yes. Directly or indirectly we
have all aspects of life set in place for the pandemic
to happen. The technological development was
achieved, digitalization of currency, transporting
system was improvised, supercomputing system
was developed and used for medicines discovery.

CONTINUE READING

CONTINUE READING

by Aruna Pathak, Biocon JSS AHER Certificate
Program in Global Regulatory Affairs - Batch 1

by Amal M, Biocon JSS AHER Certificate Program in
Global Regulatory Affairs – Batch 1

SECRET SANTA CELEBRATIONS
BIOCON JSS AHER CERTIFICATE PROGRAM IN GLOBAL REGULATORY AFFAIRS
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Congratulations to our alumni Shreya
and Ayan on their wedding!

Share your WOW moments with us to get
featured in this section!
Moments from our very first virtual graduation
ceremony. It was a unique feeling for us and
students as well, but the happiness when we see
our students graduating is always the same.

Admissions Open

182 students from Biocon KGI Certificate
Program in Biosciences Batches 15, 16, 17, and
18, Biocon KGI Certificate Program in Clinical
Development
Batch
2,
Biocon
Ramaiah
Certificate Program in Quality Control Analytical
Batch 2, and BITS Biocon Certificate Program in
Applied Industrial Microbiology Batches 6 and 7
graduated on Oct 11.

Biocon KGI Certificate Program in
Biosciences (Batch 21)

Biocon Ramaiah Certificate
Program in Quality Control
Analytical (Batch 4)
t.me/bioconacademy

ARE YOU ON TELEGRAM?
JOIN US THERE

APPLY NOW

KEEP UP WITH BIOCON ACADEMY
For suggestions and feedback, please write to us at educonnect@bioconacademy.com
Know more about us: www.bioconacademy.com
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